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Introduction 

How It All Began 

In early 2003 Peter PHP1PH and myself Simon HB9DRV talked about 

developing a simple program to control the soon to be released ICOM IC-703. 

We had previously developed the FT-817 Commander, which proved to be very 

popular, the main lesson being learnt that future programs must not be tied to a 

single radio or a single manufacturer; rather they must be designed to support all 

current and future radios. 

Maybe it was the beer, maybe the desire to give something back to the radio 

amateur community, however on June 6
th
, 2003 the first line of code was written, 

Ham Radio Deluxe (HRD) was born. 

The inspiration for the design came from a variety of sources: Internet Explorer 

(especially the Favourites), my old Eddystone EA12 and a desire to prove that 

Peter and myself could develop something better than the current ónot quite so 

free and fantasticô products being peddled to radio amateurs. 

On December 23
rd
, 2005 the number of registered users stood at 20,006 ï quite 

an achievement in such a short time. 

---   ---   --- 

Very sadly Peter passed away on June 8
th
, 2005. His contribution to Ham Radio 

Deluxe will never be forgotten. 

 



This Guide 

Kevin Crockett, VK3CKC, wrote the original user guide. Now that HRD is a 

more mature product the time has come to write the document you are currently 

reading. 

Thank-you for reading this guide - and before you ask itôs written in British 

English, with plenty of my favourite colours despite Wordôs attempts to change 

the spelling J. 

If you are only going to read one more section then now go to Radio Display on 

page 23. 

Please report errors and omissions to simon@hb9drv.ch or in the HRD forums 

http://forums.ham-radio.ch/ . 

The Name 

The influence for the name comes from Eight Ball Deluxe, which was one of the 

finest Macintosh games of the 1990ôs. 

   

Sponsors 

To help keep HRD free for all Amateurs and SWLôs several companies have 

helped by sponsoring the HRD development. If I have missed your company 

please let me know. 

And a very big thank-you to everybody when has lent radios to Peter and myself 

so that we have been able to provide the current level of support. 

 

mailto:simon@hb9drv.ch
http://forums.ham-radio.ch/
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Requirements 

Computer 

You can run HRD on any Windows 98 or Windows NT/2K/XP computer. Please 

note: version 3.4 is the last release that will óintentionallyô run on Windows 98. 

There will never be a LINUX or Macintosh native version, HRD is known to run 

under Wine for LINUX and PC emulators for the Macintosh. 

 

I may be crazy undertaking a project like this in my spare time
1
; I am not ódeep 

stir-fry serve in a bun with extra chiliesô crazy
2
! 

 

The code is not open source; it cannot be ported to Linux and will never be 

released as some of the code is protected under copyright and if released will 

land the author with a nice big legal ófeeô. 

Supported Radios 

You donôt need a radio ï HRD comes with built-in Dem-o-matic radio support 

(FTDX-9000, K2, Orion, TS-480, TS-570 and TS-2000). 

HRD currently supports these órealô radios: 

¶ Elecraft: K2 

¶ FlexRadio: SDR-1000 

¶ ICOM: IC-7000, IC-703, IC-706, IC-706MkII, IC-706MkIIG, IC-

707, IC-718, IC-725, IC-726, IC-728, IC-729, IC-735, IC-736, IC-

737, IC-738, IC-7400, IC-746, IC-746Pro, IC-751A, IC-751A 

(Piexx), IC-756, IC-756Pro, IC-756ProII, IC-756ProIII, IC-761, 

IC-765, IC-775DSP, IC-7800, IC-781, IC-821H, IC-910H, IC-R10, 

IC-R20, IC-R7000, IC-R75, IC-R8500, IC-R9000, PCR-1000 

¶ Kenwood: R-5000, TS-140S, TS-2000, TS-440S, TS-450S, TS-

480, TS-50S, TS-570, TS-60S, TS-680S, TS-690S, TS-790, TS-

850, TS-870, TS-940S, TS-950, TS-B2000 

¶ Ten-Tec: Argonaut, Jupiter, Orion, RX-350 

¶ Yaesu: FT-100, FT-1000D, FT-1000MP MkV, FT-600, FT-817, 

FT-840, FT-847, FT-857, FT-890, FT-897, FT-900, FT-920, FT-

990, FTDX-9000. 

                                                           
1
 It was the voices in my head that made me do it 

2
 Medical opinion may differ here 



Interfacing 

You will need a cable to connect your radio to the computerôs serial (COM) port. 

If you donôt have a serial port all is not lost ï USB ė serial converters are 

widely available. Please note: not all USB ė serial converters work well enough 

for HRD. If in doubt ask for a recommendation in the HRD support forums. 

For more interfacing information refer to: 

¶ The HRD Interface guide, and 

¶ CATbox, a Modular Computer Interface by Bas Helman G4TIC. 

These files are downloadable from the HRD download center - http://hrd.ham-

radio.ch/downloads.html. 

Check out the cable solutions from: 

¶ G4ZLP http://g4zlp.ham-radio.ch/ and 

¶ West Mountain Radio http://www.westmountainradio.com/.  

Public Interfaces 

Other (non-HRD) programs are supported via a DDE interface (see DDE 

Support on page 61) and a serial port (see 3
rd
-Party Programs on page 149). 

Logbooks typically use these interfaces; for example contest-oriented logbooks.

http://hrd.ham-radio.ch/downloads.html
http://hrd.ham-radio.ch/downloads.html
http://g4zlp.ham-radio.ch/
http://www.westmountainradio.com/
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Installation 

Introduction 

The Ham Radio Deluxe kit is a standard Windows kit ï it supports Windows 98, 

Windows 2000, XP and more recent releases. Please note: version 3.4 is the last 

release that will óintentionallyô run on Windows 98. 

The Logbook uses the Microsoft Jet 4.0 Database Engine, see Database on page 

73 for more information. 

Ham Radio Deluxe 

Ham Radio Deluxe can be installed in under a minute. Special knowledge is not 

needed ï the kit does everything for you! 

You will not need to reboot your computer, HRD does not update your system 

files or change your systemôs configuration in any way. 

 

When you start the installation the first screen shows the release and build you 

are installing. 

 



 

You must accept the licencing conditions. Ham Radio Deluxe is free for radio 

amateurs and shortwave listeners, commercial use requires a licence. 

If you are a commercial (non-amateur user) stop the installation now unless you 

have a licence. 

 

 

Select the folder where Ham Radio Deluxe will be installed, the suggested 

default is usually sufficient. 
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Select the folder in the Start menu where the Ham Radio Deluxe entries will be 

added, the suggested default is usually sufficient. 

 

 

Click Install to start the installation. 

 



 

The progress of the installation is shown while the software is being installed. 

 

 

When the software has been installed select the programs to be started, then 

press Finish. 

 


